12                     ORIGIN OF MAI-IURRUM
the death of Hosein, by the hands of men professing to be of * the .true faith', at this very place Kraabaallah, or Hurth Maaree.
SoseirT and his family having concluded their morning devotions, he first inquired and learned the name of the place on which their tents were pitched, and then imparted the subject of his last night's dream, ' that his grandsire had appeared to him, and pronounced that his soul would be at peace with him ere that day closed'. Again he fell on his knees in devout prayer, from which he rose only to observe the first warnings of an approaching army, by the thick clouds of dust which darkened the horizon ; and before the evening-closed upon the scene, Hosein, with every male of his small party capable of bearing arms, had been hurried to their final rest. One son of Hosein's, insensible from fever at the time, was spared from the sacrifice, and, with the females and young children, taken prisoners to the King's palace at Shawm.
The account given by historians of this awful battle, describes the courage and intrepidity of Hosein's small band, in glowing terms of praise ; having fought singly, and by their desperate bravery ' each arm (they say) levelled his hundreds with their kindred dust ere his own gave way to the sway of death '.
Amongst the number of Hosein's brave defenders was a nephew, the son ofHasan : this young man, named Cossum,1 was the affianced husband of Hosein's favourite daughter, JSakeenaJKoobraah ;2 and previous to his going to the combat 'onTthat eventful day, Hosein read the marriage lines between the young couple, in the tent of the females. I mention this here, as it points to one particular part of the celebration of Mahurrum, which I shall have occasion to mention in due order, wherein all the outward forms of the wedding ceremony are strictly performed, annually.
During the whole of this terrible day, at Kraabaallah, the family party of Hosein had been entirely deprived of water ; and the river Fraught3 (Euphrates) being blockaded by their
2  Sakinah, Hebrew Shechinah ; Koobraah, Kibriya c noble '.
3  The Euphrates is called in Sumerian pura-num, 'Great water', whence Purat, Purattu in Semitic Babylonian;   Perath in Hebrew; Erat or Fur at in Arabic.